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faraway western state[] represented the western extremity of ecumene (i. e. the inhabited world). 
When the great explorer[] Zhang Qian[] reached Central Asia in 128 BC on his mission and learned 
some hearsay news about the far-western country of Tiao-zhi[] he related Xi Wangmu to that information 
and assumed that the mythological kingdom located in Tiao-zhi. However[] other Chinese explorers in 
later time supposed the mythological kingdom located in а new country] Ta-chin[] when they learned 
that Ta-chin was located to the far west of Tiao-zhi. Accordingly[] the location of Xi Wangmu was fixed 
westwards further. In the Tang Dynasty[] Xi Wangmu lost its geographical vitality in Chinese minds[] 
although the Nestorian Christians travelling to China adopted the old mythological sources to describe 
their native land (Syria) for the purpose of mission. The myth of Xi Wangmu was originated from East 
China and was spread westwards due to the enlargement of Chinese geographical horizon[] instead of 


simply borrowing the existing myth from the outside world. 


Pang Naiming[] The Real and Imagined Ta-ehin: Ancient Chinese Perception of the Roman 
Empire 

The direct representation of Ta-chin’ s image in ancient Chinese mind was formed firstly in the 
Han dynasty and reached to its peak during the Wei and Jin dynasties. Compared with the actual 
situation of the Roman Empire[] the image of Ta-ehin built by Chinese on the basis of knowledge 
obtained from the second-hand material and other means was a western empire of might and power[] an 
empire which was magnificent and rich[] peaceful and tranquil[] the people of which looked like 
Chinese. This empire was nearly a fairyland with fragrance[] it was a representation of the illusions 
which ancient Chinese attached to the whole western world. In terms of the mechanism of image 
formation[] the formation and evolution of the image of Ta-chin were not only constrained by the external 
conceptions in China since the pre-Qin period[] but also were affected by the history and reality of the 
Roman Empire[] the cultural exchanges and interaction between China and the West[] and the countries 
along the Silk Road which conveyed the information regarding the Roman Empire intermediately. As 
the mirror image of the ‘other’ in ancient Chinese culture[] the image of Ta-chin showed a picture of 
the illusions of Roman civilization created by ancient Chinese[] from which we can catch a glimpse of 


the external conceptions and the social spirits of the Han and Jin dynasties. 


